
Name of the indicator 9.5.2 Researchers (in full-time equivalent) per million inhabitants

Sustainable Development 
Goal 'Goal 9. Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure'

Target

9.5 Enhance scientific research, upgrade the technological capabilities of industrial 
sectors in all countries, in particular developing countries, including, by 2030, 
encouraging innovation and substantially increasing the number of research and 
development workers per 1 million people and public and private research and 
development spending

Definition The number of employees in research and development activities in full-time equivalent 
calculated per one million population.

Unit FTE (full-time equivalent)

Available dimensions total

Methodological
explanations

R&D personnel includes all persons employed directly in R&D as well as those 
providing direct services such as R&D managers, administrators and clerical staff. R&D 
personnel, apart from conducting R&D activities, may also arrange and manage R&D 
projects, prepare reports, provide direct ICT, library and documentation maintenance in a 
given project as well as provide administrative services in the area of finance and human 
resources.

Researchers (i.e. professionals engaged in the conception or creation of new 
knowledge, products, processes, methods and systems and also in the management of 
the projects) constitute the most numerous group of R&D personnel.The group 
‘pracownicy naukowo-badawczy’ is a Polish equivalent of the researchers group 
(presented in Frascati Manual), also named as ‘scientists and engineers’. Belonging into 
this group requires neither formal qualifications nor occupying a specific post.

Full-time equivalents (FTE) are conversion units used to determine actual employment in 
R&D . One full-time equivalent (FTE) means one person-year devoted exclusively to 
R&D activities. Employment in R&D in full-time equivalents is calculated on the basis of 
the ratio of working time devoted to R&D by particular employees within a reporting year 
to full working time on a particulate position in a given institution. Full-time equivalent is 
the only measure of employment in R&D used in international comparisons and 
international publications issued by OECD and EUROSTAT.

Data source Statistics Poland

Data availability Annual data; since 2010.
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