
Name of the indicator 4.6.1 Proportion of population achieving at least a fixed level of proficiency in 
functional skill

Sustainable Development 
Goal Goal 4. Quality education

Target 4.6 By 2030, ensure that all youth and a substantial proportion of adults, both men and 
women, achieve literacy and numeracy

Definition
The ratio of the number of people achieving at least a fixed level of proficiency in 
functional literacy and numeracy (minimum level 2) to the total number of people 
covered by the study.

Unit percent [%]

Available dimensions total, sex, age

Methodological
explanations

The data comes from the International Program of Adult Competencies (PIAAC).

The PIAAC study allows for directly measurement of three competencies:

• literacy 

• numeracy 

• ability to solve problems in technology-rich environments.

In addition, PIAAC provides information about the relationship between skills and 
intensity of their use, education, educational activity and labor market situation.

International Program of Adult Competencies is coordinated internationally by the 
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) and in Poland by the 
Institute for Educational Research. A representative of the Ministry of National Education 
represented Poland in a Board of Participating Countries, e.i. in a group that manages 
the development, implementation and monitoring of the study.

In the first round of the PIAAC study (2008-2013) 24 countries were participating, out of 
which 22 are OECD members. A total of 166 thousand persons aged 16-65 were 
examined (including 9.4 thousand in Poland). Work on the study concept was 
undertaken in 2008. In most countries, the study covered the period from August 2011 to 
March 2012. Publication of results and completion of the first round of PIAAC took place 
in October 2013. The second round of study (2012-2016) covered 9 further countries 
and its results were announced in June 2016. Currently, the third round of study (2016-
2019) is underway, which will concern the next 6 countries.and its results (international 
report and datasets) will be published in October 2023.

The PIAAC study adopted a contractual scale of competence ranging from 0 to 500 
points. This scale has been divided into:

• 6 skill levels (1 to 5 and below 1) - in terms of literacy and numeracy

• 4 skill levels (1 to 3 and 1 below) - in terms of ability to solve problems in technology-
rich environments.

The higher the level, the better the skill. People with the highest level of understanding of 
text or mathematical reasoning are assigned 4 or 5 skill levels, and in terms of solving 
problems in technology-rich environments - level 3. In both cases, people with the 
weakest results are classified as 1 or less than 1.

Data source Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
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Data availability Data every few years; since 2013

Notes

Data updated on 10-03-2020

Metadata updated on 30-04-2020
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