
Name of the indicator 4.1.1 Proportion of children and young people achieving at least a minimum 
proficiency level in reading and mathematics, by sex

Sustainable Development 
Goal Goal 4. Quality education

Target 4.1 By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete free, equitable and quality primary 
and secondary education leading to relevant and effective learning outcomes

Definition Relation of number of students aged 10 (for PIRLS) or 15-16 years (for PISA) at the 
required level of proficiency to the number of students covered by the study.

Unit percent [%]

Available dimensions total, sex

Methodological
explanations

The data comes from two studies, i.e.: 
• Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) 
• Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS) 

Programme for International Student Assessment – PISA is internationally coordinated 
by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) and in Poland 
by the Ministry of Education. The aim of the programme is to verify the practical 
application of knowledge acquired in and outside the school. The survey (representative) 
is carried out in randomly selected schools, and depending on the type of school, it 
covers randomly selected students aged 15-16 (results are generalized to the entire 
population). The success of the survey depends on the participation of all sampled 
schools and students. PISA standards only allow a small-scale denial. 

PISA tests students skills in three subject areas: reading, mathematics and science . 
The survey is carried out every three years, since 2000. Poland has been participating in 
the study since its inception.

PISA tests (developed by an international consortium, with the cooperation of the 
countries participating in the project) are different from typical school activities, and on 
the basis of the results, the level of student skills is estimated. The best students reach 
level 5 or 6 (ability to resolve tasks with a relatively high degree of difficulty), while 
results below level 2 - a minimum level of competence - indicate very basic skills, which 
means a higher risk of difficulties coping with education and adult life.

PIRLS is the largest international study of reading comprehension in primary schools. 
The initiator and organizer of the study is the International Association for the Evaluation 
of Educational Achievement (IEA) - an independent consortium of research 
organizations and government agencies from almost 70 member countries; in Poland it 
is coordinated by the Ministry of Education. The study involves students in their fourth 
year of schooling (due to the reforms in the compulsory school age in Poland, the 
achievements of third-graders were examined until 2011).

The subject of measurement is reading in terms of literary experience (reading literary 
texts) and reading in order to obtain information (reading informational texts). The study 
has been carried out since 2001. Poland has been participating in the study since 2006.

Based on the results obtained, the skill level of the student is estimated. The best 
students achieve level 5 (ability to separate important information from irrelevant 
information, drawing conclusions from premises scattered in the text, etc.), while results 
below level 2 - the minimum level of competence - indicate that they have only very 
basic skills (understanding only single sentences).

Until 2016, the PIRLS survey in all countries was implemented only in a paper version. 
Since 2016, it is possible to carry out the survey in two versions: paper and digital. From 
2026, the PIRLS survey will be conducted only in a digital version.
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Data source Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development / International Association for 
the Evaluation of Educational Achievement /the Ministry of Education

Data availability Annual data every 3 years (PISA)/ every 5 years (PIRLS); since 2011

Notes The 2021 edition of the PISA study was not held due to the COVID-19 pandemic. It was 
completed in 2022.

Data updated on 27-02-2024

Metadata updated on 06-02-2024
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