
Name of the indicator 14.5.1 Coverage of protected areas in relation to marine areas

Sustainable Development 
Goal Goal 14. Life below water

Target 14.5 By 2020, conserve at least 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, consistent with 
national and international law and based on the best available scientific information

Definition The indicator specifies the percentage of coastal waters protected under the national 
parks areas in relation to the general area of territorial sea of Poland.

Unit percent [%]

Available dimensions total

Methodological
explanations

The indicator specifies the percentage of the coastal waters of the Baltic Sea within the 
Polish national parks - Słowiński National Park and Woliński National Park - in relation to 
the general area of the territorial sea of Poland.

Coastal waters, in accordance with the Act of 18 July 2001 - Water Law, these are 
surface marine waters within 1 nautical miles from the baselines:

for the Słowiński National Park - this is an area of 11 171.1 ha, for the Woliński National 
Park - this is an area of 2 725,4 ha (in years 2010-2011) and 2 713,5 ha (from 2012)

Sea areas, in accordance with the UN methodology, are areas of the territorial sea of a 
country. In accordance with the Act of 21 March 1991 on the Maritime Areas of the 
Republic of Poland and the Maritime Administration (uniform text, Journal of Laws 2013, 
item 934), territorial sea consists of a marine area of 12 nautical miles wide, measured 
from the baseline of the sea (baselines of the territorial sea is constituted by the low-
water line along the coast or the outer limit of marine internal waters).

The area of the territorial sea in Poland is 8 682 km2.

Data source The Head Office of Geodesy and Cartography / the Ministry of Climate and Environment 
/ Statistics Poland

Data availability Annual data; since 2010.

Notes

Data updated on 28-02-2025

Metadata updated on 15-02-2021
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